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II'Ts, NI'Ts may do
away with GATE

Charu Sudan Kasturi
® charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: PhD aspirants at II'Ts
and other central science and
engineering institutions may
soon be exempt from the
Graduate Aptitude Test in Eng-
ineering (GATE), the gateway
to pursuing research at these
schools.

The Standing Committee of
the II'T Council, a decision-mak-
ing body of the I1'T's, will discuss
the plan on November 5 at a
meeting specially called to dis-
cuss strategies to ramp up
research. Most PhD pro-
grammes at the [I'Ts, National
Institutes of Technology (NITs)
and other central science
schools currently consider
GATE scores. From near par-

ity in 2000, China today pro-
duces four times India's science
and engineering research. India
also continues to lag signifi-
cantly behind the developed
world in both the quantity and
quality of science and engi-
neering research.

The new proposal is among
a set of recommendations by a
team of top scientists under for-
mer Atomic Energy Comm-
ission chief Anil Kakodkar to
scale up research at the IITs.

Human resource develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal had
set up the panel. The panel has
set a target of hiking India's
annual science PhD output from
about 9,000 at present to 40,000
by 2025. China already produces
about 50,000 PhDs in science
and engineering each year.
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' Admissions to meta university start from Oct 29

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi University
and Jamia Millia Islamia have
announced the admission for
the first course under meta-
university concept on Monday.
The application process for a

trance test for the same.

The course wilt be adminis-
tered from the Cluster Innova-
tion Centre, Rugbhy Sevens
Building, DU.

Anygraduate whohasdone
at least two full-fledged papers

two-year joint degree pro-wggraduate level is eligible to ap-

gramme ‘Master of Mathemat-
ics Education’ {equivalent to
MSec Mathematics Education)
for the academic session 2012-
13 will start from October 29
and thelast datefor application
submission is November 14.
There will be an all India en-

ply for the course. There willhe

The last date for
submission of
applicationfora
two-year joint degree
programme ‘Master of

ducation'is

in mathematics at the under~, } Mathematics

20 seats intotal, 10each inboth

theuniversities. i

Asper theadmission sched-
ule, the entrance test will be
conducted on December 2 and
the results will be declared on
December 6. Interviews of the

November 14

shortlisted candidates will be
conducted on December 11 and
12 and the final results will be
declared on December 13. Pro-
visional admission will take
place between December 18

and 21 and the classes for the
first semester will start from
January 3, 2013. The entrance
test wilt have 75% weightage
and the interview will have
25% weightage.

The entrance test will con-
sist of 75 questions each carry-
ingonemark and will be of one
hour duration. The entrance
test will contain questions
based on mathematical skills,
reasoning, mental ability, gen-
eral awareness, communica-
tion skills in English etc. The
centers for the entrance test
will be in Delhi.
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Girls bell
the

p-20

Women candidates are fast capturing the MBA
territory with a record number of them taking the CAT
this year. Here’s an analyses of the growing trend

THE CAT TAKERS OF 2012

By Sangeeth Sebastian

\
VEN THOUGH the results
will officially be declared on
January 9, 2013, the CAT
2012 has already left a mark
with a record number of
women candidates register-
ing for the exam.

It is a feat which Debashis Chatterjee, as the
director of the hosting Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Kozhikode, is proud of, “IIMK initi-
ated the trend first by reserving 35 per cent
seats for girls in our post-graduate pro-
grammes,” he points out. The decision, he
adds, was based ‘on its realisation that women,
too, aspire for a pfosperous career after pursu-
ing an MBA, The registration fizures of CAT
2012 released by the IIMK vindicated this
growing awareness. The data shows a 8.6 per
cent increase in the number of girls, compared
to boys whose numbers have increased mar-
ginally by 2.6 per cent. hd

The figures also show that the canc}ﬁiates
from engineering bhckground continue to
. dominate the total pool of applicants at 67.6
per cent, a possible explanation being their
superior numerical skills over candidates from
other disciplines. .

“The engineering graduates are in an advan-
tageous position over other candi-
dates because of their strong math-

~ mCAT 2012 registers  : two to three years of
anincrease of 8.6 . | work experience.
.per cent in the num- i: 1
ber of giristaking = ; MEngineeringcandl-
the exam. - .-} datescontinue to domi-

=

" MDelhi tops the num-

- ber of applicants,

-nate applicants from
other disciplines.

MNotable Increasein

- M43 per cent Increase
. In candidates with " . .

the number of SC, 5T - :
.and OBC candidates. . .

programmes ,

¢ The CAT registration
highlights vindicate our
decision of reserving 35
per cent seats for girlsin
allour post-graduate

— DEBASHIS CHATTERJEE
Director, lIM Kozhikode

)

ematies background,” Chatterjee
says. This is despite the fact that
the quantitative section in CAT
requires only Class X proficiency in
mathematics. “The time an engi-
neering graduate spends on quan-
titative section is a lot less than
students from other disciplines
who gave up mathematics after

their high school,” the hosting
IIM’s director tells you.

Meanwhile, as the entrance exam,
— held across 36 cities in India —
neqrs its final leg, experts are cau-
tioning eandidates against panick-
ing and squandering away months
of preparation due to stress and
anxijety.

“Relax and prepare yourself to

face the CAT with a calm mind,”
says Ulhas Vairagkar, Director, Tri-
umphant Institute of Management
Education. “Do not seek informa-
tion — in terms of the difficulty
level of the paper — from students

who have already taken the CAT, as '

different students get different
papers,” Vairagkar warns.
In fact, more than a candidate’s
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Italy convicts
7 scientists
for failing to

predict quake

Laguila (Italv): An Italian
court convicted seven scien-
fists and experts of man-
slaughter on Monday for fail-
ing to adeguately warn
citizens before an earthgualke
struck central Italy in 2009,
killing more than 200 people,

The court in L' Aquila also
sentenced the defendants to
sixyearsin prison. Eachoneis
a member of the national
Great Risks Commission.

In Ttaly convictions aren’t
definitive until after at least
onelevelof appeals,soit isun-
likely any of the defendants
would face jail immediately

Scientists worldwide had
decried thetrialasridiculous,
contending that science has
no reliable way of predicting
earthquales. Among those
convicted weresome of Ttaly’s
most prominent and interna-
fionally respected seismolo-
gists and geological experts,
including  Enzo  Boschi,
former head of the national
Institute of Geophysics and
Volcanology

“Tamdejected, desperate.”
Boschi said after the verdict.
“T thought T would have been
acquitted. I still don’t under-
stand what I was convicted
of. " Thetrial began in Septem-
ber 2011 in this Apennine
towm., whose devastated his.
toric center is still largely a
ghosttowr.

The defendants were ac-
cused in theindictment of giv.
ing “inexact, incomplete and
contradictory  information™
about whether small tremors
felt by L'Aquila residents in
the weelks and months before
the April &, 2008, quale should
have constituted sroundsfora
quake warning. s
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UGC paves the way
for non-academic
V-Cs in state varsities

HT Correspondent

m lkoreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Now, a non-academi-
cian can also be the vice-chan-
cellor (V-C) of a state universi-
ty as the University Grants
Commission (UGC), the statu-
tory body for higher education
in the country, has decided to
relax the norms for the selec-
tion of persons to these posts.
The decision was taken dur-
ing a recently held meeting of
the UGC chaired by its chair-
man Ved Prakash. The move
comes after the UGC was flood-
ed with requests from several
state governments to ease the
standards, ending over a month
long speculation. It means,
henceforth, the selection norms
prescribed by the UGC will not
be mandatory for the state-run
universities. The state govern-
ments have, however, been
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity to maintain quality and trans-
parency in the selection process.
"The commission considered
the issue regarding inclusion of
arepresentative of the state gov-
ernment on the search com-
mittee for the appointment of
state universities' vice-chan-
cellors and decided to delete
clause 7.3.0 from the UGC
Regulations (Minimum
Qualifications for Appointment
of Teachers, Other Academic
Staff in Universities and
Colleges and Other Measures
for the maintenance of stan-
dards in Higher Education),
2010," the minutes of the meet-
ing read. The present UGC
norms, as per the clause 7.3.0,
insist that a V-C candidate has

IN A NUTSHELL

m The decision was taken during
arecently held meeting of the
UGC chaired by its chairman Ved
Prakash.

= The move comes after the UGC
was flooded with requests from
several state governments to
ease the standards, ending over
a month long speculation.

m It means, henceforth, the
selection norms prescribed by
the UGC will not be mandatory
for the state-run universities.

m The state governments have,
however, been entrusted with
the responsibility to maintain
quality and transparency in the
selection process.

to be an academician with a min-
imum of 10 years’ experience as
professor in a university system
or 10 years of experience in an
equivalent position in a reput-
ed research and/or academic
administrative organisation.
Now, these norms would no
more be mandatory.

Experts feel that the move
would facilitate corruption.
Some even apprehend that it
would invite political interfer-
ence in the selection process for
V-Cs. "An academician with an
experience in colleges and uni-
versities is always the best
choice as the V-C of a universi-
ty. A person from institutes like
the IIT is a misfit for the job.
Even anon-academicianis abad
choice for a state university,"
Moulendu Mishra, former pres-
ident of the Lucknow University
Associated College Teachers'
Association (LUACTA), said.
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‘Indiashouldbe a
study abroad hub
for UCstudents’

u What new courses
have you launched for
Indian students?

We have two post-gradu-
ate degree options in
Engineering, including
Master’s of Science (MS)
and Master’s of Engineer-
ing (M.Eng.). Our M.Eng.
programme is a one-year
course that is usually
preferred by internatio-
nal students and work-
ing professionals who
want to earn their mas-
ter’s degree faster We
then have Master's of

Law programme. Indian

students have a good
command over English
and fairly good knowi-
edge of the U.S., which is
why we think they would
thrive in such a progra-
mme, Thereis alsoa
nine-month long M.S.
Jinance programme, run
by our own Lindner
School of Business.

® How many Indian stu-
dents are enrolled with
the university currently?
We have around 650
Indian studenis at pres-
ent, which is the second
largest international
student population after
Chinc. The number is
considerably higher th-
an Korea from where we
have 250 students.

® Which programmes
are most popular among
Indian students?

Most of our Indian stu-
dents usually go for the
engineering programmes.
The M.S. Eng. progra-
mme has 10 interesting
divisions, including
Aerospace, Environment,
Information Systems efc,
Jor students to choose
Jrom. Many Indian stu-
denis also opt for MBA.

BWhat all scholarships
are you offering?

There are partial and
Sfull scholarships. The
partial ones cover a part
of the tuilion fee whereas
Jull scholarships would
cover the entire tuition
Jee of a programme. In
2010, we spent almost 34
million on PG scholar-

xm
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- DR. JONATHAN WELLER,
Director, International

I . Admissions, University

of CincInnati, tells .
Karishma Goenka about

. theirspecial initiatives

:. for indian students. He - -

HOTSER

- saysthatthe UCalso -

- wants their stedents to

. cometoindiatostudy. -

shkips for Indian stude-
nis. We plan to spend
$5-8 million in 2012,

B Why are you focus-

-sing so much on India?

We want India to be a
study-abroad destina-
tion for our local stu-
dents. We want to con-
duct a lot of exchange
programmes. In the (a-
st four years, around
100 of our students ha-
ve studied in India.

E Do youplan to tle up'

; with Indian institutes?
i It's early for any such

tie-ups. These collabo-
rations are time consu-
ming and procedures
are lengthy. Bul we are
definitely interested in
Juture collaborations.

uHow can one apply for
an admisslon to the uni-
versity of Cincinnatl?

A bachelor’s degree, a
GRE and TOEFL scare
are important. Also, by
way of a cover letler,
the student has to con-
vince us why he/she is
a unique fit for the
programme, The scores
needed vary for differ-
ent courses. The detail
are up on our website:
www.admissions.uc.e
dufinternational.
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